
 

 
 

NCSL RESOLUTION ON THE COLLECTION OF E911 FEES ON WIRELESS 
PREPAID SERVICE AT THE POINT-OF-SALE ACT 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TASK FORCE ON STATE & LOCAL TAXATION OF 

COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONIC COMMERCE 
 

WHEREAS, E9-1-1 fees have historically been collected from 
telecommunications users on their monthly bills and remitted to governments by 
telecommunications providers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the lack of a billing relationship between the prepaid wireless user 
and the sellers and providers of prepaid wireless service means that the existing 
collection methodologies are not well suited to prepaid wireless, causing 
administrative and legal disputes that inhibit collection of E9-1-1 fees on prepaid 
wireless service; and  
 
WHEREAS, the number of prepaid wireless users has grown from less than 6% 
of the wireless marketplace in 2003 to over 18% in 2009; and 
 
WHEREAS, the growth in popularity of prepaid wireless service has led states to 
consider methods to impose E9-1-1 fees on prepaid wireless service; and  
 
WHEREAS, prepaid wireless users benefit from the access to the 9-1-1 system 
and should therefore contribute proportionately to funding the 9-1-1 system; and   
 
WHEREAS, the prepaid wireless industry has approached the states with model 
legislation to create a uniform collection methodology that would collect prepaid 
wireless E9-1-1 fees on end users at the retail point of sale; and  
 
WHEREAS, the adoption of a uniform methodology for collecting E9-1-1 fees 
from prepaid wireless consumers would provide needed funding for E9-1-1 
systems while minimizing administrative costs for states and providers of prepaid 
wireless service; and    
 
WHEREAS, the adoption of variations of the model legislation by the states of 
Maine, Texas, Louisiana and Wisconsin in 2009 legislation demonstrates the 
need for the National Conference of State Legislatures to endorse a single model 
to encourage states to adopt an uniform approach; and 



 

 
WHEREAS, consistent state action through enactment of a model legislation for 
the collection of E9-1-1 fees on prepaid will forestall federal government intrusion 
or preemption. 

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the National Conference of State 
Legislatures endorses the point-of-sale model legislation, the “Prepaid 
Wireless Charge,” and calls upon State legislatures to pass legislation that 
implements point-of-sale-collection of E911 fees. 

 

Adopted by the NCSL Executive Committee on State and Local Taxation of Communications and 
Electronic Commerce, July 20, 2009 
 


